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New Funders Group Integrates Health 
and Environmental Issues 


By Michael Lerner, Jenifer Altman Foundation 


Pete Myers, Director of the 
W. Alton Jones Foundation, 
has proposed that the Twenti- 
eth Century will be remem- 
bered as the century in which 
humanity “came to scale” as a 
force in the evolution of the 
earth. Naturalists tell us, and 
we all know, that we live in an 
Age of Extinctions in which 
we are driving biodiversity 
back to the lowest level in 65 
million years. It is is clearly 
the intention of biodiversity 
funders to do to everything 
possible to reverse this holo- 
caust of life — the fifth great 
spasm of extinctions in our 
planetary history. 


Environmental Health 


How to accomplish this? For 
many years biodiversity 
conservation funders have 
done remarkable work on 


oceans, forests, and other 
ecosystem targets. We have 
done less in the field of envi- 
ronmental health, even though 
recognition of the essential 
relationship between the 
environment and health is 
enshrined in the founding 
mission statement of the 
Consultative Group on Bio- 
logical Diversity (CGBD). 


Historically, environmental 
health has been the poor 
stepchild of both the environ- 
mental and the health philan- 
thropy fields. Environmental 
funders tend to focus more on 
critters and ecosystems than on 
human health, and health 
funders focus more on access 
to medical services than on the 
effects of environmental 
degradation on people. 


Yet the legislative history of 
the past fifty years tells us that 
the American people are much 
more likely to respond to the 
need to clean up air and water 
when human health is at stake. 
The greatest legislation passed 
on the environment during this 
half century focused on envi- 
ronmental health issues (clean 
water, clean air, hazardous 
wastes, toxic substances). 
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Integration of Perspectives 


This is the paradox with which the CGBD 
Biodiversity & Environmental HealthWorking 
Group has been struggling for some time in 
different ways. What is emerging within the 
group is a growing consensus that we share an 
interest in a concept of environmental or 
ecological health well articulated by Mark 
Walters of the Nathan Cummings Foundation, 
who speaks of the need to understand human, 
animal and ecosystem health outcomes in a 
more integrated perspective. 


Ecological health, Mark’s preferred term, in no 
way can be reduced to an interest in chemical 
contaminants alone. Mark has chosen to focus 
on infectious disease vectors rather than 
chemical contaminants, which makes the point 


that environmental or ecological health is a far 
broader field of interest than chemical con- 
taminants. 


In fact more broadly, environmental (or eco- 
logical) health is best seen not as an ecosystem 
target — like marine issues or forest issues — 
but rather as what Ralph Waldo Emerson 
called an “angle of vision” on any particular 
biodiversity issue, asking specifically how 
ecosystem, animal, and human health out- 
comes may be linked as they are affected by 


climate change, ozone depletion, chemical 
contaminants, habitat destruction, changing 
disease vectors, or any other environmental 
stressor. By emphasizing the oneness of these 
global processes as they affect people, critters 
and ecosystems, environmental health encour- 
ages ordinary people to recognize that we share 
a destiny with the rest of life on earth. 


New Funders Network 


It was thinking along these lines that led the 
Working Group members to develop an out- 
reach project to other environmental health 
funders that has now officially become a CGBD 
fiscally sponsored project — the Health and 
Environmental Funders Network (HEFN). 
HEEFN is an effort to create a marketplace and 
space for dialogue among funders working at 
the interface of human health and environmental 
health. 


HEEN does not seek in any way to supplant, 
but rather to enrich, the work of other funder 
affinity groups. Current members are drawn 
from the CGBD, Environmental Grantmakers 
Association (EGA), Grantmakers in Health 
(GIH), the Funders Working Group on Biotech- 
nology, and other affinity groups. HEFN 
Partners join as individuals rather than as 
representatives of their foundations. There is no 
membership fee; most of the work of HEFN is 
done by conference call and at meetings that 
take place during meetings of existing affinity 
groups. 


Phil Lee, M.D., former Undersecretary of 
Health in the Johnson and Clinton Administra- 
tions, and the former Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of California San Francisco School of 
Medicine, Chairs the HEFN Steering Commit- 
tee. CGBD Members wishing to join HEFN 
should contact consultant Kathy Sessions 
<hefn @aol.com> to become a HEFN Partner. 


Current Focus 


Among other issues, recent HEFN work has 
focused on the Pew Charitable Trusts Environ- 
mental Health Commission, which seeks to 
alert the public to the rising incidence of 
asthma, birth defects, childhood cancers and 
other children’s environmental health issues, 
and to put in place a federal monitoring system 
that links body burdens of systemic contami- 
nants to the incidence of these conditions. 
HEEFN has also followed the fascinating work 
Mark Walters has undertaken looking at cross- 
species grids of health outcomes and infectious 
disease incidence. Finally, members have 
discussed at length the idea of the Precaution- 
ary Principle, a concept that has profound 


scientific, technological and policy implications. 


HEEFN work in the immediate future will focus 
on the religious, spiritual and ethical principles 
underlying environmental health issues, with 
Paul Gorman, recent winner of the Heinz 
Award and longtime Director of the National 
Religious Partnership for the Environment. 
Members will also discuss issues of environ- 
mental justice and children’s environmental 
health. On October 3, HEFN is co-sponsoring 
an Issues Dialogue on Environmental Health 
with GIH in Washington, D.C., chaired by Dr. 
Lee. 


In the past six months, HEFN has had very 
successful gatherings at both the EGA and GIH 
Annual Meetings. As an increasing number of 
funders have begun to develop environmental 
health grantmaking portfolios, HEFN is avail- 
able as a marketplace of ideas and mutual 
support for funding colleagues who share 
interests in the multi-dimensional intersections 
of health and the environment. 


HOT SPOTS ON THE WEB... 


1. <www.hefn.org> The Health and Environmental Funders Network (HEEFN) is a new, 
primarily virtual network for funders working at the interface of human health and environ- 
mental or ecological health. The HEFN Website has a Public Page to assist non-govern- 
mental organizations and others interested in identifying funders engaged with these issues, 
and a HEFN Partner Page for funder dialogue. 


<www.med.harvard.edu/chge> The Center for Health and the Global Environment’s 
mission is to promote a wider understanding of the human health consequences of global 
environmental change among physicians, scientists, policy makers, the media and the 
general public. At this site you have access to the Quarterly Review. The most recent 
scientific findings about changes to the global environment and their potential consequences 
for human health are summarized and explained in a non-technical, easy to understand 
language. Each summary is followed by a more technical review and discussion for those 
who would like to explore the subject more deeply. Full references will be cited with each 


review. 


CGBD WORKING GROUPS 


Marine 


The Marine Working Group met on February 
10-11 in San Francisco for two days of discus- 
sion on a wide range of marine conservation 
issues. Following an overview of public values, 
attitudes and knowledge of ocean issues, 
funders reviewed their collaborative efforts on 
reforming the U.S. regional fishery manage- 
ment regime. The majority of the program 
focused on influencing seafood consumer 
behavior, with presentations on wild versus 
farmed salmon, promoting sustainability 
through certification, independent certification 
and labeling, and seafood awareness cam- 
paigns. 


The Working Group is in the beginning stages 
of planning two regional and one national 
briefing on marine protected area (MPA) issues, 
to be attended by funders, NGO representa- 
tives, scientists, governmental representatives, 
and others. The meetings will be planned and 
convened in cooperation with SeaWeb. The 
regional meetings will cover public opinion 
research, message development, the state of 
scientific knowledge on MPA design, and other 
issues. The national meeting will build upon 
the results of the two regional briefings, includ- 
ing highlighting the results of two forthcoming 
scientific studies on MPAs. 


Forest 


The Forest Working Group is hosting its 
annual “Meeting of the Whole” on April 30 — 
May 2 in Park City, Utah. The agenda will 
weave together issues of both public and 
private forest conservation. The first day’s 
agenda will focus on threats to U.S. private 
forests and potential funder strategies for 
conservation. The program will build upon a 
recent report by Pacific Forest Trust (PFT), 
commissioned by eight working group mem- 
bers, entitled “Accelerating Effective Conser- 
vation of Private U.S. Forests.” The second 
day of the agenda will look at biodiversity 
conservation on public forest lands, continuing 
the discussion begun at last May’s meeting of 
the Public Forest Sub-group in San Francisco. 


The May 1 agenda will explore the potential of 
creating a campaign that would focus attention 
on private forest conservation issues and seek to 
leverage foundation interest with interest by con- 
servation organizations, public forest agencies, 
other funders, land owner organizations, and in- 
dustry. Second, the program will explore a co- 
ordinated funding strategy around particularly 
promising private forest conservation strategies, 
including: 


Media/Outreach/Public Opinion and Educa- 
tion Strategies 

Market Strategies 

Policy Strategies 


On May 2, the program will shift toward the 
public forest domain, addressing such topics 
as: 
The Clean Water Act and public forest 
protection 
Innovations in community-based forestry 
U.S. Forest Service roadless areas policy 
Motorized recreation on public lands 


USAID ANNOUNCES MA/OR BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVE 


The US Agency for International Development (USAID) has launched a new $33 million global 
program to conserve the world’s most valuable biological diversity. The Global Environment 
Center of USAID is working with six major conservation organizations to address the most 
pressing threats to 18 species-rich sites around the world. This initiative represents a major new 
partnership between USAID and leading private conservation organizations. 


USAID’s partners (Leaders with Associates) under this initiative include the World Wildlife Fund, 
The Nature Conservancy, Conservation International, the Wildlife Conservation Society, the 
African Wildlife Foundation, and EnterpriseWorks Worldwide. These partnerships offer new 
hope for threatened areas ranging from the rainforests of the Amazon to the Bering Sea. 


The areas selected under this program are chosen for the high diversity of species they host. Most 
of the sites are also very vulnerable to immediate threats such as mining, clear-cut logging, and 
poaching, while a few sites were chosen for their relatively pristine condition and the opportunity 
to conserve them in a cost-effective manner before the threats to their integrity become pressing. 
The 18 sites in USAID’s Global Conservation Program are: 


Eastern Himalayas, Nepal Sierra Madre Corridor, northern Philippines 
Amboseli-Kilimanjaro, East Africa Guyana Rainforests 

Laikipia-Samburu, Kenya Cerrado and Pantanal, Brazil 

Mana Zambezi Yasuni-Napo Forest, Ecuador 

Lower Mekong Forests, Southeast Asia Northwest Andes, Bolivia 

Bering Sea Ndoki-Likouala, Congo 

Southwest Amazon Ecological Corridor Komodo National Park, Indonesia 

Atlantic Rainforest, South America Kimbe Bay, Papua New Guinea 
Sulu-Sulawesi Sea, Indonesia Chaco, South America 


The Global Environment Center is utilizing anew mechanism to streamline and expedite the 
funding of these time-critical activities. Under the new Leaders with Associates (LWA) type of 
agreement, the six Leader organizations have devised programs to preserve globally significant 
biodiversity. USAID missions and bureaus can then devise their own agreements with any of the 
six Leader organizations, without having to go through a repetitive competition process. 


MEMBER NEWS 


Kim Belshe of the James Irvine Foundation 


has assumed the position of Program Director 


for the Sustainable Communities program. 
Nick Bollman, former Program Director for 
Sustainable Communities, and Diane Bone, 
former Program Associate, have left the 
foundation to start the California Center for 
Regional Leadership. 


Robert Perry is now the program officer at 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation coordinating 
both the environmental and welfare of animal 
giving. His background is in natural re- 
sources, conservation and education. He is 
currently spear-heading an effort — in col- 
laboration with several other foundations — 
to bring smart growth and anti-sprawl strate- 
gies to bear more strongly and effectively in 
New Jersey, a state that is losing 56,000 acres 
of its open space (forests, farms, fields, wet- 
lands, swamps) each year. 


May 11 


The Homeland Foundation sponsored a 
meeting, on April 3-5, in Loreto, Baja 
California, bringing together conservation 
groups working on marine and terrestrial issues 
on both sides of the peninsula and the Gulf of 
California. Eleven NGOs (both Mexican and 
U.S.) presented overviews of 

their work and they were joined by CGBD 
members, including the Weeden Foundation, 
Packard Foundation, USAID, and new member 
Environment Now. The National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation and several other funders 
were also in attendance. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Trade & Globalization: Next Steps After Seattle (San Francisco, CA). 


Contact: Carolyn Deere, (212) 852-8212 or cdeere @rockfound.org. 


May 23 


Trade & Globalization: Next Steps After Seattle (Chicago, IL). 


Contact: Carolyn Deere, (212) 852-8212 or cdeere @rockfound.org. 


June 8-10 


10° Annual Native Plants in the Landscape Conference (Lancaster County, PA). 


Contact: Millersville University, (717) 872-3030 or roma.sayre@millersv.edu. 


July 9-12 


Aug. 20-24 


Sept. 12-16 


Watershed 2000 (Vancouver, BC). Contact: WEF, (800) 666-0206 


American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting (St. Louis, MO). 
Contact: AFS, (301) 897-8616. 


Wildlife Society Annual Conference: Excellence in Wildlife Stewardship Through 


conservation and Education (Nashville, TN). Contact: TWS, (301) 897-9770. 


THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON 


BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
Presidio Building 1016 Phone: 415/561-6575 
P.O. Box 29361 Fax: 415/561-6490 
San Francisco, CA 94129-0361 E-mail: cgbd@cgbd.org 


Web: www.cgbd.org 


Lynn Lohr, Executive Director 
William Hull, Program Officer 
Alicia Ushijima, Program Associate 
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THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON 


BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
Presidio Building 1016 

P.O. Box 29361 

San Francisco, CA 94129-0361 


CANADIAN BIODIVERSITY BRIEFING POPULAR 


Sixty funders representing 33 U.S. and Cana- 
dian foundations and funding entities convened 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, April 6-8 to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities of 
conserving biodiversity in Northern North 
America. Starting with a country- and trans- 
boundary wide look at current issues and 
moving to a British Columbia focus for the last 
day, members gauged their growing involve- 
ment in the region, launched by an historic 
CGBD briefing almost a decade ago. 


Speakers provided an overall look at biologi- 
cally critical areas from an eco-regional per- 
spective, probed the politics of conservation in 


Canada, offered an introduction to the role of 
First Nations efforts and highlighted several 
successful current campaigns. Resource 
persons shared preliminary findings from two 
studies underway on the capacity building 
needs in the environmental non-governmental 
organizations community. 

Local hosts, the Endswell and Vancouver 
Foundations, threw a rollicking party for the 
region’s environmental workers and visiting 
funders at the Web Café. Networking continued 
past midnight amid the backdrop of conserva- 
tion web-pages pulsing on the club’s 
overhanging screens. 


Vancouver lived up to its 
promise as a sunny, flower- 
filled site for a special Spring 
briefing on issues of great 
importance to many CGBD 
members. 


As I crossed Canada from one end to the other countless times, I talked to our elders. I asked 
fishermen in the Maritimes, “What was the fishing like when you were a kid?” I asked loggers 
in British Columbia, “What were the forests like years ago?” I asked farmers in the prairies, 
“What were the crops like then?” I asked them, “What were your neighborhoods and commu- 
nities like then; how did you care for each other?” 


Our elders tell us that all across Canada, the country has changed beyond description. In the 
span of a single human lifetime, we have radically altered our country. In North America, we 
have always said, “There’s plenty more where that came from.” But there is not plenty more 
anymore, and there will never be any more if we continue the same way. 


David Suzuki, “The Nature of Things” 


Suzuki’s essay appears in a wonderful new volume, Life Stories, World Renowned Scientists 
Reflect on Their Lives and Future Of Life On Earth. 


Edited by independent scholar and writer, Heather Newbold, and available from the University 
of California Press, Berkeley, the volume of essays includes intimate writings from David 
Suzuki, Lester Brown, Henry Kendall, Peter Raven, Ruth Patrick, Thomas Lovejoy and ten 


others. 


